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48  The Lawfuluefs of Separation Cuar,’

not make a Thing void or null; it only declare
1o be fo, or makes 1t fo forenfically ; asthe Witn
make nor the Deed true, tho® they do it forenf
it being true in itfelf antecedaneonfly to theirTe
ny; as, in Lev. xii. 3. the Prieft/did not ma
leprous Man unclean, he did bur pronounce hin
unclean. Hence (Dent. xvii. 9, I10.) the Judge is
faid to thew the Law, not to make the Law. :
Affer. 7. A Thing incapable to atrain the Ent
for which it was ordained and made, hath in it 2
Nullity. Or, /I fay, when the Defeét is fuch, a
thar; through it, the End of the Law cannot bear-
tained, there is there a Nullity in it, and a Ground
of Reduétion. Therefore, if a Beaft, or a Fool, ot
a mad Man, (hould be chofen to any Office, the
Incapacity of thefe Crearures to exereife that Office
will neceffarily, in itfeif, contain a Nullity : Hence
Impotency nullifies a Marriage, becaufe the Ends
of Marriage thereby eannot be arrained. r
Affer. 8. Omiflion of Formality, or Things re-
quired by the Law to artend fuch an Action as to its
moral Being perfeét, (as all in their own Nature do
not infer a Nullity) fo are there made by the Civil
Laws more Grounds of Reduétion than in the Lord’s
Law. And hence the Omiflion of many Things,
which, according to the Civil Law, would infer 2
Nallicy 5 yer is the Lord fo pleafed to difpenfe with
them, as thar, thro’ their Want, the Ation is not
null.  Hence, tho’ a Child be baptized with the
Sign of the Crofs, and one of the Names of the Per-
fons of the holy Trinity be omitted thro® Forgetful-
nefs, and poffibly be performed by one nor in Au-
thority, yetis notthe Aétion null 5 which Thing the:
Lord doth for the Security of his P’eople, who other-
ways would be ftill doubting anent the Validity of
their Privileges: And hence there are as few irri

gont Claufés in bis Tranfadtionsasmay be.  And
he Lord will not haye his Name to be taken in vain,
and
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. from corvtipt Minifters vindicated. 49
ce will not have Reirerarions. Hence tho?,
‘te operis, there might be a Nullity, yer the
makes it not {0, and God, ex plenitudine juris,
desotherways, by difpenfing with ir.
9. Actions in them(elves null, and contrary
Subftance of the Law, and theretore, inf thetn-
and by the Law, null and void; yer, when
if ratified by him in whom the fupreme legifla-
ower is, become of invalid Altions valid, who
y either require new preftable Conditions which
y wanted formerly ; and, if acquired, the Aétions
ne valid ; or he fimply declares, that no Contra-
n the Altion to the £aw (hall makeirnull, or,
ence, approves it. As, if a Maid vow a Vow
ut her Father’s Confent, the Vow is null inic-
elf; and his Diflike pronounces or declares it fo; if
jer hearing tell of this, and not declaring againtt ir, ot
atifying 1t, the Vow, before null, becomes valid.
0, 1n our Time, all Sentences paft in Time of the
ifb (according to our Principles) arenull, as be-
done without Authority ; yer, the King and
‘arliament after ratifying them, they become valid,
iz. by adding that to them which before they want-
d: And this Ratification is either exprefs or formal,
s whett a formal Aé of Ratification pafles here-
on ; or it is implicic and material, when the Per-
aving Authority do any Thing equivalent to 2
carion of a Thing, as in the Cafe cited of the
id’s Vow. Bonds made by Minors are declared
,if yer not quarrelled in dnnos utiles, (as they fay)
er the Minor is twenty five Years old, they become

fler. 10. A Title, A&tion, or Thing in Law,
* reducible, yet ftands aétually irreduced in Civil
ngs, until it be forenfically reduced; and, in
itual Things, until it be in foro confcientie, or
Confcience declaresit null.  Whea one, by an unjuft
Title, poffefles any Tcncgcnt of Land, the juft Ow- *
R - ' ner
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ting, burdifcharging it, fhe therefore, tho’ formalls
fully and explicitly difcharge ungodly Men to be ¢ha
2Tim. 1. 1, 2, 3. So, by thetypical Law, any Per

fay, They canpot preach, I anfwer, Manya Wo

B2 . ".

sz The Lawfulnefs of Separation Cuap.]
andaloys Minifter, not being according to thé La
ﬁuh’ no Being at allu?l:at is moral ; forthatw hic
is dane without Authority is nyll. Bur to orda
a fcandalous Man a Minifter, is done withou tk
Autherity of God, ‘yea, contrary toit: Therefor
the Adtion is null; for all Aétions wanting Author
ty are null. For thereis no Power but of God, and
no Power beof God to chufe, or continue a fc:
Jous Minifter, tho® he be chofep or ordained, hei
no Minifter, becaufe ordained withour Authorit
To fay, the Church hath Authority, will notd
for all their Authority is fubordinate, and therefo
hath no Authority to do unlawful Actions:
therefore all her Aétions are nyll, and bind no mor
than the Commands of /eick Perfons, who werene
ver impowered to do {uch A&ions, I confirm thisb /i
Reaf. 13: rWha.t:ver incapacirates ‘a z{}Voman;_ !
reach, the fame incapacitates a Conformift to preach
'IAS therefore the on?is not to beacknow!gig k
Minilter, even tho® ordained, fo neither the other
1 prove this Antecedent thus. *Tis the Law only tha
difcharges 2 Woman to preach ; 1 permitnot that
Woman preach. And, if the Law had tolerared ir, |
would belawful ; and therefore the Law nor tolera

ordained, is no Minifter. But the fame Law doth 2
fen Minilters, or to preach, P/al. 1.21. Ezek. xliv. 7,8

fon haying a Blemith is difcharged to minifter befor
the Lord.  Yewill fay, Itisunfuitablero feea Wo
man preach; fo it is to fee a Minifter of Saran an
Ungodlinefs, a Minifter of Righteoufnefs. Ye wil

man can phyfically preach betrer than the moft Par
of the Conformifls, being better gifted. So thatiri
not on Account of any other Impediment, bur mere:
Jy from the Law: Therelore, tho® we bave noth

9
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6o The Lawfulnefs of Separation Crar.II
tion: And from that Time their Acts flowed from
a Presbyterian Auchority, and not from the Prelatical
thar ever more holding good, tharall auchoritarive
A&s in a Churchdo flow from the fupreme Autho-
rity that is a&ua}i_y inthe Church, whether Epifcopal
or Presbyterial. They need not therefore ordain them
de novo, feeing, by their Submiffion to them, there
was a new €ommiffion taken, by which they were
impowered to preach ; for if it were not fo, 10 cafe
of Mifdemeanour the Preshyterians could nor de-
e them ; for they might reply, We hold our Office
rom another, and not from you; and that which
ye gave us not, nor we exercife by your Authority,
ye cannot take fromus: Nay, nor to cognefce on
‘Ads flowing from another Authority. - See what
I have faid to this in my Anfwer to the Objection
proponed in the firft Setion. - . 3
* Objed. 3.againft the 11th Affersion. Marriage with
Unbelievers, Choofing of wicked Perfonsto be Ma-
E:}rates, areallfinful Actions, and contrary to the
.aw; fo'was the Covenant made with the Gibeo-
stites, Exod. xviil. 21. Deut. xvil. 16, 17. Fofb. ix.
2 Cor. 6. 14. The Law difcharged Marriage with
Unbelievers 3 and commands to chufe Perfons fear-
~ ing God for Rulers: Yet all thefe Actions, when
. done, are not null : Therefore when the Conformifts,
being fcandalous and wicked, are admitted to their
Office, contrary to the Law, this doth not nullify:
their Office ; but once admitted (tho’ illegally) doth
ftand. This Objeétion is pungent, and I will anfwer it
fomewhar largely. Therefore I anfwer and fay, (1.)In
a Chriftian well-ordered Common-Wealth or King-
dom, none areto be chofen Rulers, but Men fearing
God, Exod. xviti. 21. Deuz. xvii. 19, andmfﬁ
otherways it be done they cannor anfwer to God for
it. (2.) Tharfuch, when inftalled in their Places
and continuing to play mad Pranks, are ro be thruft
out again by thofe that haye Authority fotodo, fee-

ngd
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Lotd is not wich them. And it is hard,
ount of any Alliance, to bear God’s Feud. It
parc deareft Relacions, 2 Chron. xxv. 10. (3.)
cannot be gor out, yet are not Chriftians ro
w before them, (excepr in Cafes of defperate
ceffity) buc rather 1o fuffer Wrong, 1 Cor. vi. 1.
Yet is there not fo great Ground to annul the Of-
the one, as of the other, becaufe, in fecular
Piety 1s required for the Well-Being of the
, not to the abfolute Being of the Thing. Anun-
udge may be helped to pity a poor Widow 5 and
ngodlinefs doth not incapacitqte bim altogether
in the Endsof his Calling and Employment 3
iety [pecially required in a Minifter, in refpeét,
t running to Hell openly, by eating and drink-
Damnation to himfelf, he cannor exercife his Of-
: For he cannor difpenfe the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper (which isa Part of his Dury) with-
oue eating and drinking Damnation to himfelf, be~
e he eats unworthily 5 when he comes and wath-
not, he dies; he deftroys, with a vain flagitious
and Converfation, what he builds in his Preach-
ing ; he caufes and rempts Peopls to abhor the Of-
os of the Lord: And the t fuch Minifters

ch, the greater Influence they have to turn Men
iefts. Why fo 2 All is bur Words that’s talked
t Religion; they who prefs it moft zealoudly,
believeir. And let this be bur confidered, and
ubr not to fay, but as good and berter no Mi-
ers ar all, than fuch Minifters. I forbear theiy
dening of People with falfe and wrong Applica-
of Do&uine, in faying, There is Peace, when theve
eace, and {addening the Hearts of the Rigbre-
oall which they have aninward Principle of
mity enclining them. What a fad Marter js it
» bein the Hands of an unskiliful Phyficianon Life
Death, and ro put the Rod of Correétion in a
ool’s Hand 2 Were it not better to let God and Na-

o

. : 3.
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-« menr, any Eleétion of them is found null, béing CO "

For the Martter of a civil Covenant is and may
be the Manner of a moral Action anent it. © Hen
if the ciyil Law exclude fuch a Family from Govern-

trary unto a Law, becaufe the legal Right is annull
thereby. And hence, under the New Teftame
Marriages with Unbelievers, tho" morally finful (
ing contrary to the Command, 2 Cor. vi. 14.) yet
_hot being contrary toa civil Law of the Land, and
itfelf being a civil A&, do ftand civilly and legally:
Bur, among the Fews (whofe judicial Laws did pro=
hibir Marriages wich Strangers) when ﬁn Perfon
did marry a Stranger, and it was quarrelled, it was
a | Ground of Divorce; as in Nebemiab's
Time, who caufed th:&?ms {eparate from the flrange
Wives they had married. But now, in fpiritual Ac-
tions, fuch as are purely moral and ecclefiaftick,
fuch as Ordination, Election, and fuch like, which re-
dpect a moral Rule only, the Validity or Invalidity
of fuch Ations is to be looked on according to their
moral Rectitude. Likeas when the civil Law is fub-
ially violated, the civil Aétion, wherein it is fub-
ftantially violated, isnull;_fo in moral fpiritual ﬁ\ Ce
tions (their Legality confifting in ll':ﬁir Morali y)
when that moral {piritual Law, by which they fub-
fitt, is fubftantially violated, rhe Pation of A&tion
1s null, becaufe it batb no Legality, buc a moral one,
hence itis null.  Hence Ordination being a {piric
ecclefiaftick A€, and fubfifting by a fpiritual ecclefi-
aftick Law, and anfwering thereunto, and nowa ys
fubfifting by another civil Law, it ever muft be
conform fubftantially to that Law to which it an-.
fwers, elfe by that Law it ispull. And becaufey
when wicked Miuifters are ordained or conrinued,
the moral ecclefiaftick Lawsof the Church incapaci
racing {uch to be chofenor continued Minifters, their
Ele¢tion or Ordination, being exprefly congrary to!

the Law, is void and null, il
2 : Olject.

e
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So The Lawfulnefs of Separation Crrani
- Reafon 4¢h, thatisgiven in Scriprure for S¢
on, is, Lef? they leaven the whole Lump, 1 Cos
Aad do not they thus when they preach ? Oh
what Contempt they fubjet the Ordinances of
unto 3 and how meanly Perfons are t
of them, while handed out by fuch Difpenfers
how Men féunner and ugg at their Meat, bein
veyed to them thro® and in fuch Veffels, 1 Sam. 1i.
Better for many hundred poor Soulsto hear no
mon at all, than hear fuch Wretches, dawbing
mm?md Mortar 3 crying Peace, Peace, when there
isno Peace ; {o that nothing damns more than fewing
P;l%:: u_ndepn thdmﬁfgxlgit; d 'xlngnw and believe
the Crrates Im-. atn : lﬁlﬂﬂ"qﬂﬂ' ot
the Damnation of poor Souls, than on the Con-
verting of them, fince the Prelates came in, Would
it not grieve any tender Hearr; ro fee a Multirude un
der God’s Wrath and Curfe, ready every Momiént
o dm-inm Hell, and perhapstheir own Confcien«
ces telling them this much, and fo in fome Meafure
~ awakned, gathered, and lulled afleep again by thefe
Idol-Shepherds 2 So that what the King of Ifiael faid,
when he was to fight with the Moabites, may be faid
with a heavy Heart, That God bad called the Multi-t
tude together to be deflroyed.” If the Devil had been
ftudying a Way o turn the World Aebeifls, thisitics
and he could not have fallenona better. Take a car-
nal Man, whofe Converfation thould refute his D
trine, and fer him ina Pulpit, to cry up Holinefs,:
What would the poor People think, but that Re-
ligion is a Srage-Play, in which the Aftors feemto
be ferious > I torbear ro mention rthe ridiculous Doc-'
trines they now and then raife their impertinent Ap-
plications upon,and theirWipes, Taunts and Blafphe-'
mies againft the Covenant and Work of Reformation.
‘Reaf. 5th. L=t partaking of Men’s Sins, by Union
with them, tho’ not doing the {fame Aéts, they par-
take of their Punifbment, Rev. xviil, 4. And hereby
do they sa-ru;akwf their Sin. . Fobn faith, (2 Epifile
¥ At e gous

;I-

e o

A e il
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~ ing tohis Office, and not in another ? Ifin the g

‘manded the one, commanded the other.

- never make him afpamed. Therefore I concl

Jowlhip. Alas! alas! and is he a Minifter and y

- Warrant to converfe with him. 1If therefore,

‘verfe, no more will his continued Miniftry give Power

82 The Lawﬁdmﬁ\ of Separation ' CHAP.I.T_

ye refpect him, why notinthe leffer > He that
pable to preach publickly, is, by the fame Autho
rity, capable to {peak privately : And he that com

Object. 2. I am not to entertain needlefs Conver
fation with any Man, fo neither with him. - I an
fwer, No more are ye with Saints. ~ And, if ye fay,
ye mean of a ftri¢t Familiarity ; true, but very ubcons
{onant to your Principles: For with whom fhould I
be more inrimate, than with my {piritual Guide, Fa-
ther and Shepherd ? I hear him, ,and ger Light anc
Comfort from him in publick, Why fhould I nol
gex the fame from him 1n private> And why may
not I unbofom all my Soul to him? And then I
doubr not butr ye fhould hear excellent Senfe from
‘many of them. ~ And truly, tho’ ye withdraw from
him, as toan inward intimate Communion, this will

feeing fcandalous Sins feparate perfonally, they dofo
officially. I cannot fee how a Man, being a2 Chur
Member, can countenance a Brother in Office,
yetnot keep Communion with bim.  Ye will fa
udge him no Cbriftian, and therefore forbear
not a Chriftian ? Likeas therefore Ordination (ac-
cording to you) gives any Perfona Rightro prea
and fo to you to hear, fo likeways his Baptifm
Profeffion, by which he is admitted a Church-M
‘ber, give him a Right to enjoy Church- Fellowthig
and éhri&ian Communion.  As therefore the Cu-
rare’s continued Paftorfhip and Mimftry doth ty you
10 hear, fo his continued Brotherhood gives youa

the other hand, his continued Memberfhip will not
be able to procure him the Benefitof Chriftian Con-

10 hear him, } ¢
i ' )  AlE . 05,;8._

L

i
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68  The Lawfuluefs of Separation Crap. 111
fecing fuch were fcandalous, and obftinately {canda-
lous too, and yet the Bond and Tye betwixt God
and them was not broken, there may bea contin
Relation betwixt us and gracelefs Perfons,
and betwixt us and fuch as vifibly do appear
And hence, tho’ de jure they delerve a Bill of D,
yet de facfo are they the Lord’s Wife ; and therefore
may our Relations with Conformifls continue.  Anf.
All that this proves is, Thar the apritudinal exter-
nal, yer real and fundamental Relation may conti-
nue with gracelefs Perfons, thro’ which it is, that
all the Day long be flretches out bis Hands to a rebelli=
ous People : Which fundamental Relation is not phy-
fically real, bur relatively on}{ sand yeknow I excep-
ted thar.  Buryer, notwitbftanding, this fundamen-
1al relarive Relation, taking Renunciation from what
was the aétual, real and phyfical Union and Commu-
nion, was interrupted and broken : For Branches in
bim, that bear no Fruit, are caft out : For this funda-
mental Relation is nothing but the continued Decla-
ration and Offer of Salvation thro’ Chrift, and reful:
ting Right therefrom to them rto believe, with
Obligation from Mcn to do and believe: But
fpeaks nothing of actual Union with fuch as pro|
dolatry, and caft the Lord behind their Backs
Communion with them, fuch as Hearingis. L
as, in our Lands, if our King fhould be invaded
Ufurpers, and I {uppofe that ove or two of the ]
bles fhould, in Procefs of Time, join wich the U
ers, thefe might ftill be called Subjeéts, he not
ing his Right 1n and over them by their Rebelli
Buryer, in the mean Time, no loving Subjeét fho
or would, by Law, be permitted to fpeak or ¢
verfe with them, or altually ferve them in cheir
Relations ; foisithere. We fpeak only of an
on when ir is to begin, and of attual Communion
when it is begun, in cafe of Apoftacy; as I faic
in my 12th Afferzion, reftri@ing it to, and qualifying

O S —— i
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it with an atual Union and Communion. The Re-
may be continued, and yer the A&s fufpended.,
the Ground is, becaufe, tho’ the Extremes ap-
different and contrary, yer the begun Relation
able to conrinue betwixc them, being founded on
er’s Foundation, Rom. xi. 28. They are beloved
the Fathers Sakes, The Root is boly, ergo, [o
the Brancbes. And hence, tho’ the ews, in them-
ves, were incapable of Union, yer, inrefpect of
oor from whence they fprung, and with whom
venant was firft and immediately made, they
pable. And hence, tho’ the Church of the
no aftual Church, yer many think that -
Relarion to God doth continue to this Day.
> when the Lord fhall vifit them, and bring
out of their Graves, they are called bis People,
xxxvil. 12. I will open your Graves, and caufe
comie up out of your Graves, and bring you intd
Land of Ifrael, © ; '
~ Object. 7. Hypocrites are really Children of Be-
ial, and yet we may have Communion with fuch.
chofe one of them to be an Apoftle, andto
and drink with him, who was a Devil: There-
' we may yoke with fuch, if they profefs the
rary. 1 anfioer.” The Command, Be not une-
ly yoked with Unbelievers, is to be underftood to
of yoking with profeflfed and known Unbe-
5 not of hid Unbelievers; fo not of Hypo-
es, who are not known Unbelievers, but appear-
Saints; and therefore may be joined with. And
O grant, that if they do profefs (tho” they be
pocrites) the Gofpel, and Subjeétion to Chrift,
y may be joined with ; bur then let it be a real
fion, a ferious Profeffion, not mocking orin
which it is, when it is openly and avownilg
difted by a contrary Pratice. To profefs
vice 1o Chrift, and yer really do Service ]ti:blc
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102 The Lawfulnefs of Separation Crap. I
be held really excommunicated, by any Fearer of
God, nor excommunicated in Heaven.

The fmmd Mark Chrift gives of the falfe Shep-
herd, is, his evil Intention 1n coming into the
mth'y >Tis not to convert, ftrengthen or feed tl"

hee&l (tho’ they fwear the contrary) but to fleece,
and deltroy them, and ro gain a Livelihood.
And fo, in rhis, Chrift %'p pofeth himfelf to them.
I am not come for thefe Ends, faith he, but that ,;-'_;.
Shecp might have Life, and that they might have
- more abundan ~And, tho’ this tion be f
crer, yet it o times appears by their Actions, 3
.not by their Profeflion, which is not now to be x
much looked to. For fuch as will {fwallow z
QOatb, will not fcruple to {wear, That it is our 05
Love to fave poor Souls, they take this Office up-
op[them And therefore,

A third Mark is, in a Tine of Temptation they wtl “
give over and fhift for themfelves, and leave the Sheep
unco the Wolf; either by contraéting with him, or
fhunning ot Danger, and when this u not out of a
Concern and Regard for the Flock. - Such as now
flee for a{l‘nne,a flibly out of pe&tmm their
Flocks, who woul b: ngered by hearing them,
and not for Fear of the Wo/f, tho’ Ithallnot juftify
the Faét alcogether, yet I thall fo far excufe u', ai
that it does not render thofe godly Perfons, thar = '

ge fo, tobe Hirelings. And therefore, i

A fourth Mark is; :,he Hireling bath not a Care of
bis Flock, as Paul had, when he faid, The Care of a 0
the Churches. is l?on me. A Hireling cares not what
becomes of his People, whether the be converted o!
not, whether they fink or {fwim. “will not
and die with tbm True Shepherds cannor always

be perfonally prefent with their Flocks, yer they are
a;] their Ig;_m: t0 ;:w&o and die with tbem and, tho’
they be abfent in ¢ , yet they are prefent in
riz, in Care, and in Lov? y‘Let us ntxffe{ the ::;

!
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efcribed with reference to the Porter’s, the
’sand Sheep’s Carriage towardshim,

I notlec him in, if he know him ; when he {ecks
iccance, he will be refufed, if the Church be
rrupted.  And if, by the Porter, ye under-
God the Father, then he never opens the Door,
by Command or Pra&tice, toa profeffed Hire-
And hence, becaufe they cannor get in by the

yen and Money ; and by the civil Magiftrare,

‘which hath q}pointed-. :

%dly, Itis faid, That the Sheep are not his 3
are not related to him, and he isnot their Shep-
: Tho’ ke meddle with them, yerthey are not
his, eicher in Property or Care, Verfe 12. qulowg

tobim. a1
_ Thirdly, The Sheep will not know the Stranger.
This would hold obue:{his much, thar they are ng:gac-
qu aint with him 5 he is of another Element and Clafs.
They fee nothing of the Father in hims and their
natural Inftinct cannor difcern the Voice of the rrue
Shepherd in him. They will not own or acknow-
dge him ; for he isa Terror tothem. And there-
 Fourthly, Iuis faid, They flee mlb:'m. He hath
sot the Garb, Carriage, nor Language of the #rye
Shepherd ; heis an unknown Creature to them. And
nce, when he appears, there appears fome zeryible
ies of him to them, fo asthey fhun bim, as the
mb, by Inftin&t, dossthe Wolf. And how they
can bear him and flee from him, is a Thing beyond
my Conception. To fay, That, by not hearing of
, is meant, they obey him not, nor follow his
evil Doétrine, is a Truth; bur yer nor all thar is
Bereby meant.  For ler any Man look te :bc,PaLrla—
S

LY 3 ¢
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%, It is faid the Porter doth not open to him,
God hath intrufted with the Keys of his Gares ;-

» they climbin at the Window, by Preferment,

by corrupr Guides ; and not by the ordinary Paf-
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114 The Lawfulnefs of Separation Cuav. 11
:piﬁh require an Anfwer, which I will do very
riefly. .
; ‘Oé;cl.. 1. God hath intrufted the Powes of
aation unto his Church, and the Church hath
dained them, which is the Vaice of God on Ear
and what his Church doth en Earth, is done in K
ven: And hence, becaufe called by the Chureh,
* be faid to be commiffioned by God, even as the
cipal Commiffioner is faid to do what his
doth. I anfwer, God’s Commiffion to his Ch

is not unlimited and unbounded, but reflricled and
bounded in fuch a Manner 5 and therefore they c
not chufe whom they will. God qualifies the P
They il cppote b s 36 Lovd G o
g m whom # ,
Deur. xvii. _._1:}. And hence are difcharged to
Hands upon fome, left they be Partakers in 1
Sins. Hence the Church, going without their S
. and contrary to this thetr Commiffion, cannot
{aid ro a¢t by God’s Authority ; and fo, whom ¢
fend, God doth not fend.  And therefore, as 1o
Confirmation, 1 anfwer, Whatever the Church binds
and Joofes accordingrm the Will of God, tha is
bound v Heaven. This I grant 5 but nor what is
contrary to the Will of God : For whatever is done
contrary to the King’s Will, is not done by
_ Will.  Suppofe Chrift would come down f
= Heaven, and fay to us, * O my dear People, I
<« you in Confufion with Reference to thefe wic
¢ Men, not knowing how to carry 10 them : B
v« for your Direétion, know ir, and I, wh
< the faithful and true Witnefs, do declare ir,
“ Inever fint them; nay, they run contrary u
¢ my Command, :and they are admitted contrary
« unro my Will, with which I am {greatly pro-
« voked.”, If, Ifay, Chrift would fay this much
from Heaven, would anv Man doubr of his baving
Clearne(s enough againft Hearing » Truly the -:

| N —— —— : —
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124 The Lawfulnefs of Separation Cuap, 1L
~ comitants, not neceflarily, bur accidentally ar
ing them, who may be joined with, and whofe
in Praying are not yet {o finful as in omirring tk
Nor are ghefe Duties {o finful, as that thy
are difengaged ropray. Bur g‘.) I mean not
a Sinfulvefs attending the Action mcricei‘Qf
but as contraéted or individual to fuch a Time
Perfon, and incrinfick Manner of Performance,
finful, fo asto be omirred, rather than done.
I. The firfl Pr:;paﬁz:‘an, in the Senfe given, i
That it is not lawfal to countenance fmful Adions,
fo univerfally received and acknowledged, that
Proof might feem needlefs, Prov. i. 15. Obad. 12.
Plaim . 18. D{ut_qonﬁder thefe Reafons. (1.) Be
caufe the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift
doth difcountenance Sin; and we fhould be holy :
xx, 7. It was aftrong Argument that the Prophet
Hanani uled againft Fehofbaphat the King of F
for going up with wicked King Abab to Ramot
lead, Shouldf? thou belp the Ungodly, and love them
bate the Lord? 2 Chron. xix. 2. So Ifay, Should
love thofe Duties which the Lord hates? And
Saints, being changed into the {fame Image,
- and do love what he loveth, and hate what he
(2.) Becaufe our countenancing them in their
of their Sin, is a Strengthening of them init;
thar is unlawful. Now, Fellowfhip with
ftrengthens and hardens them, in refpeét Separa
weakens them, makes them afbamed, or Fakes |
from them, 2 Theff. iii. 14. Fellowthip ther
with them doth take away the Mean of their Con
fion. (3.) Becaufe the Law of God doth inter
the countenancing of Sin, a Sinning, 1 Sam. ii.
Eli is charged with the Faét bimfelf, when he
not reftrain it in his Sons, Rev. xiv. 4. Come out
People, that ye be not Partakers of ber Sins,
#bat ye receive mot of ber Plagues, :
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_ty, and Teftimony of your Approbation. For, i

-the Penalty, and to preferve their Places, ygt
fin, and are, in foro Dei, Murderers. Nay, th
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126 The Lawfuluefs of Sepavation Crm'
are, by the Lord’s own Relation, a Burden to hi
_bhnll we feethe Lord, as it were, tormented? 3
Il E‘T&%roﬁh I Ill‘lh 1o prove,
.Hm rmifts is a Countenancimg
Now, regard that every perfonal Prefence
-unlnw Action, is not a Countenancing
-1 Kings xviii. I will prove that Hearin e& t
isa countenancing of them, by
(1 )Our laft End in hearing of them is Ed
: For, as your Heart eﬁmmy
xMt hath an edlfygu Virtue, hence coming
likeways countenance it. When we m e
rd our laft Ead, then we honour him; fo
whenwe come o élel'e Ordinances for fp1
nlmm,honour zhem,of lllml'z‘.'ver
wenancing of ¢
yema&m.- An th;wd&:ltf aaaudg!
yafomllypmﬁmm‘un 2 5 X
Mateth. xxvil. §6. yet it was not thefe Act m,
-rally emﬁdauﬂ,thkywre artending, bur quite ano-
J:htrThmg, y, attending a Daty, which
a Concarenation of Providences, was infepa
:ﬁnm:huA&:on. (2.) Becaufeye go onthe
bath-Day: For by this ye declare that the W
'ye go abou is holy in your Ju l:; other
durft not take it up as the Ob
g that Day, no more than pl"5 d.
(3:) Becaufe ye go in Obed!ences;o a Comm
the&equamngof fuch Ordinancesas a Du

)

bat Scofe, the Law commands the Obeyers,
whatever their Intentionsbe.  Take this Similitude for
clearing it. There are fome commanded ro be_ in
:lhms at_the Execurion of a Saint, to keep him
from the People’s Refcue. Now, altho’ the Ini
‘onof many who come, be to free themfelves f

ﬂwl
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132 ‘I}angﬁdneﬁnfS#amﬁ&u “uap, 111
Yows, in the thV’erfe, Thou baft ravim my
wy Siflr, iy Spoufe  tho bt rav
with one of rﬁm yes, with one Chain of t
‘Friends keep ftrange among orhers; bur, W
are along, t heyunbofom them{clves to one
other. There is nowa m{,fad, yet ordinary
plaint among the Lord’s Pcople, Thar there
more Fellowfhip with God ; his gracious P
is withheld ; that God hides hts Face}
ends the wonted Influences of his Spiric; a
rmons are ineffe€tual, and withour Power.
here’s the pldin Reafon: Ye are jond with
Priefts of Baal, the Curates : Thefe arc the
of & epafauon' And yer, alas! yearein Lo
our Bonds. And therefore, as ye defire the
refence, feparate from thefe unclean ‘ﬁrm:y
then will the Lord return, and walk dd
amongft you. As many as have withdr
ths Curates, can, in fome Meafure, mmer
Truch of this. God is already fep;ratmg by |
Providences. We ourfelves are feparate in our Cauf
in our perfonal Fellowfhip, in our A'ﬁ'ccm)
our Carriage, and in our ondmon 5 and enly
Pradtice and official Converfation draw near,
6. Weare hereby rempred to defpife the Lord
Ordinances,. when fuch filchy Hands dif} penf‘a
Mal. 5i. 8. Ye are departed out of the Way: ¥e
coufed many to flumble at ‘the Law, nd h
when Eli’s Sons were Priefts, zhe People abborre

Lord, 18am, ii. 17. And trul
ttunk wﬂn T :

hefe Srage-Play Puppets ger
the Pulpu:, and “cry up Holinefs, and cry W

Sin, there is no greater Tempration o Atheifim
der Heaven, and roft'em m=anly of the Ordinance
of Chrift. And how indifferent zealous Heajé
are become, their own Experience can witnefs.
7. This th'engtheus. confirms and eftablithes w
latical Power, cven as the Subje@’s &bm:ﬂion doth.
cﬁab 3
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- Grounds for Hearing 1o be but very weak : And the
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144 The Lawfulnefs of Separation Cuar. IIL
deed is nov; Hearing being all that private Chrifti-
ans, as fuch, did ,'rmfrly, and now can do, in order to
Submiffion and acknowledging of the Government. And
therefore did the Parliament require this of them, as
the moft proper Sign of their Approbation of the Go-

i 0 |

Confider. 10. It is obfervable likeways, that
thofe that hear not do zhereby expofe themfclves to
* Suffering ; and there is wo Hozard of Suffering to
thofe that bear, or in bearing. And itisto be ._
fumed, thar that which Perfécutors are for, and wﬂi h
is feconded by the Relation of Prejudice and Lofs, ufes
‘not to be the Truzh, and any Light to be gorren by
fuch Confiderations is 1o be fufpedied. It harh been
feldom heard, that Preferments are conferred for
#dfmuu tm:ecl;mb, Gal. v. !1;40 A}:d_ -I,me 5
' yet preach Circumcifion, w I yer fuffer Per-
Jecution 2 Then is the Offence of the Crofs c:&%d. As
if Paul had faid,  To preach Circumeifion cannot be
¢ yight, fecing, by this Means, the Offence of the
¢ Crofs fhall ceafé, and I fhall fuffer o Perfecution:
 But it is abfurd ro imagine, thatthe Offence fhall
 ceafe.”® SodoIfay, Why do the Godly yer fuffer

Times of Perfecution, the Crofs fhall ceafe. For
bear, and ye fhall ger Leave to liveat Egfe, andin
Peace, and (hall mot be troubled. &
- For my own Experience, it I were defirous, or
could think that any Weighr mighr be laid thereon,
I could fay much more thannow I am refolved to
?' Bur, for Exowgiten of mzefelf ar the Hands
of others, I only now lef'the Reader know, that, at
firft, I was for bearing, and accordingly heard Pre-
 dates and Curates of all Sorts ;5 rill arlaft [ wasmade
go fufpett my Pradtice, and ro ic'rmd fome Thoughts
‘in examining the Matter. And, at firft, I fawthe

more I fearched, the more confuled I was, and doubr--
v - e

'
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g m SecT. IX. "
Weerein an Arguiicnt, taken from the Solemn League
L - and Covenant, #s bandled. R s
 THE rankWits of this adulterous and evil Génera-
tion bave been, and are in nothing more employed,
than in cutting afunder the Bonds of the holy and
len Oath of the Covename. It is but Meafure
Meafure, if we fhould endeavour ro loofe the Lc
People from any feeming Tye of Subjeftion they
mightfeerh to owe to this prelatick Authority, that,
while they intend to loofe the Obligation of the Coa
wenant, they ftir nor up fome fleeping and liv
peaceably, nort only ro confider and defend the V.
dity of the Oath, but the Extent of it; tharis,
~ only whether we be bound to do the Duries the
mentioned, but likeways how far this ex:‘ﬁ{:r" f
Prelacy may obligeus ; and whether, being
‘extirpate that Governmenr, we are lefr'in any Capa-
cizg to hear Curates, who are Officers alting in Sub-
ordination to that Government. 3
I do fuppofe, inthe firf2 Place, That the whole
Narion are engaged in the Oath of the Covenant, it
being a real narional Oath, and tiot a perfonal Oath
only. 24y, I fuppofe thar this Oath, as to Mat-
zer and Sulglgance, was and 1s a lawful Oarh, in alf
32#%;\:&13 ﬁt,hereo.f,hg‘om Whi}}: 1t dls_’ﬁ '1; ;110’ e,
ul 10 refile, without manifeff an ul Perj
Thefe Things are clear to af{. for whofe S
L © have taken this Pains; and fhall riot meddle
-any Thing rouching the Lawfulnefs of it ; but f
- proceed to form an ArpLumem from it againft Hes
) of the Curates ; which I fhall do in the Form of a
f Sorites, by opening up four diftinét Propofitions; §
. fuppofing, as hath been cleared, that Preac‘hi_ni‘:; ] o
-an At of Office proceeding from the Prefaze’s Au-

1mo. Thofe

£ -
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Perfons, becaufe all thefe Means ddnﬁtl{
fpective Capacity of all Perfons ; for all erl'om .'
not bound to preach, fight and write againft it. Hence
Minifters are bound to preach ngainft Pre ; thofe
that are enabled with Parts a Gitrs, are .
difpute and write aﬁamﬂ it ; private Chrtfha,us
bouudmpr&y againftit, and to withdraw what :a
~ be conceived an Affiftance to them, and, as Occafion
ferves, to fpeak againt it 5 and thofe thar are intruftec
ith Power thould g0 forth to the Help of the Lml
goinft the Mighty ; wife Men fhould aﬂ‘:{t with tl
Counfel, and r h Men with their Means. Sot
all cannot preach, write and fight againft ir, becaufe
neither Strength, Office, Pares nor Employaiéu .
call for this avall Men’s Hands. Yea, fome A
may and ough to be doneby the fame Perfons at one
Time, which ou, gu not to be done at another, pai_,
caufe a Door of pormm ay be opened at one.
Time, and not ar another. l& Jites were bound,
when they came to Cangan, to deﬁroy all the Idols 5 f‘
- but this lay not upon them while in Egypz.  Yer now
it follows, tho® we be not always bousd by all Mea
10 extirpate Prelacy, yet fure we are never to do m
A& that may e&abh(h it, or fuch as countenance ir, *%,
. Thefe Things being thus premifed, I prove the
Propofition (which yer in itfelf is fufficiencly plain)
thus. (1) Becaufe all Submiffion is due by the Cc me
- mand of 60!!* »'butmﬁwmm,- at we aré
bound to ¢ , can belawfal, and fo cammlﬁl»
‘of God: And therefore here cannor be Subr :
due thereunto, Rom. xiii. 1. As the Authorits
Kings is from God, fois the Qbedience of their §
‘due o it upon thar Account, Co/. iii. 23.
i. 7. 1 Tim, ii. 1, 2, 3. Kings owe it to God that
tha‘rSubﬁé}s do reverence them 5 and hence mwm '
to expett mof! Loyalty from the Saints, whatever they
think. (2) B&fnufe,,'o extirpate a Government, and
ye:j%mﬁ unto and mrkunkdp that Government, is
contr@-
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bmiffion being a Strengthning and Acknowledging
Wit oy B ROPOSEPLOW I ovond
Ve are not bound to {ubmit to zhe Governors, in that
gnmment which we are bound not zo fubmiczo.

BY Submiffion L underftand oive Submiffion; and
vaffive, tor we may paffively {ubmitto an nlawfal
nment,  Adive Submiffion is, whenia Man fub-

to dq the preceptive Part of the Law, or to do
bat the Law requires, Paffive Submiffionis, when
. Man is content to endure or fuffer the Penalty or
dience. A Maamay fubmir ro Banithment or Im-
prifonment, when he cannot acknowledge the Au-
hority which did thus banifh ot imprifon him. The
Realon is, becaufe paffive Obedience hath involved 1n
s Bofom a Proteftation againft ehe Authority, in
R vhe 1 doe whichi he S’ and e pafiie

- or which :rs 3 and his p.

Dbedience is his Declaration againft the A&, feeing he
chufes to fuffer for not complying with it. . Inadive
Obedience there’s always an Acknowledgment of the

Authority 3 not fo in paffive Qbedience always, as the
Prelates fathous Pemman [Mr. Honyman Bifhop of
Drkney] would make us believe 5 for there may be paf
five Obedience given ro an Ufurper.  (2.) A Man yields

idive Obedience, when he coincides with a Power in
hefe Acts, which only the Members of thar imbodi-
1d Power are capable to exercife, and thar ar their
Command ; orherways to be thrown our of Office,
whicli is the P_bmln{ geafe of nor Ghedéense tothat
A&, fuch as juridical Voring, coming to Parliaments,
’ﬁ;ind gmm:m-ofme E.é.tgs; which is pro-
per only to Authority to command, when Obedience
s yielded thereunto. This is active Obedience; {eeing
itis Obedience to the preceprive Part of :bcb:a
3 G

4
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958  The Lawfulnefs of Separation Crap. IILYSeC
andin fuchA&s'Ufmzm are not robe obeyed. Hence
we may pay Fines, forbear the Exeraife of our Al-§
fairs ; for all this is bur paffive Obedience. And now § W
my Meaning is, Thar fuch as are bound not to ac-
knowledge the Government, are not bound aétively
‘to obey the Governors. (3.) Governors may be
d two Ways, 1. Materially and in the Cone
‘that is, the Perfons that are Govermors. 2.
‘may be confidered formally, and as abfiraét fro
other Confiderations, bur only as invefted with the
thority. The Governors may materially, or [pecific
orin the Concrete, be obeyed ; but not formally, w
" aling inthe Sfl{m-e of their unlawful Government. A
for Inftance, Tho’ my Farher or Mafter fhould
-a Prelate, altho’ I would not acknowledge him
Prelatical Authority, yet I were not loofed from tha
‘Obedience I owe 1o him as my Parent or Mafier.
 Thefe Things premifed, I give thefe Reafons fo
. ' e T
" Reaf- 1. Becaufe Government and Governors at
 infeparable, as Suljec? and Form, and thercfore th
one, relatively confidered, cannotr be sted 1
withour the ozher. : v
Reaf. 2. Becaufe all my Subjeltion unto any Per-
{fon, is not becaufe of his Perfon, bur becaufe of his
“Authority.  If therefore 70 Obedience be due to the
Authovity itfelf, as unlawful, the Governors, or Ler:
, Joms clothed with that Authorizy, can expect none.
" Reaf. 3. Becaufe all Obedience or Difsbedi
manifefted towards the Subje? in whom it is,
in our Behaviour to &im: And hence it is not
Form ot Goverpment that in reffo is :abglgl or
obeyed, but the Perfon thus impowered. *Tis
thar are really and i redo obeyed, tho’ it be for
Pesfons Scke: And hence, if their Autbority be dif
‘owned, their Perfons cannot be obeyed ; for, inbow=
ing ro him, ye bow to the Authority which is en:
gravtnanhime: 7 vy v vl ot waned P':I
g RO«

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



e il e i e
) L

68 9. from corvupt Minifters vindicated, 159

-

. Prorosrtron IIL ‘
When we are bound not te acknowledge the chief
Governors, we are bound not to acknowledge in-
ferior Rulers a&ing ander them. ‘
I vriderftand fill as acting under them in that
Relation ; and this is fo clear, that I will not in-
fit upon 1t. For, if I cannor receive Orders from
 General in an Army, becaufe of bis Amthority
which is anlawful, no more can I from an inferior
)ficer alting #nder him : And the Ground is, All
he inferior Officer’s Authority proceeds from the
Superior’s, and hence hath none but what is com-
muricated to him by his Superiors - If therefore the
Superior hath #o Authority, no more hath the Ix-
erior. *T'is trueindeed, in other Relations we might
ferve them ; as fuppofe a godly Chriftian hath, i
Time of Presbytery, been ferving a Mafter ; ere the
Term comes his%ﬂ:er runs unto the Prelate ; the
Servant, in that Cafe, tho’ he cannor acknowledge
his Mafter s @ Preacher, yet is he ftill, during the
Time of his Engagement, to ferve him in his mu-
it .‘l work-

ProrosiTion IV. ~
When we cannot acknowledge the Governors, we can-
- mot acknowledge zbe Rulers Office- Alts.
- EOR underftanding of this, kanow, (1.) That
fome Alls are morally good, fuch as, to love God
and our Neighbour ; and thefe A&s, command who
will, are to be obeyed. (2.) Diltinguith A&s as
they proceed from their diftinét Relatons. If 2
Chriftian were Servant to the Prelate, he mighe no
doubt run his Errands, becaufe this'doth not pro-
ceed from his unlawful Auchority, buc from another
Relation.  (3.) Some Aéts do proceed from the
Prelate bv way of D-fire; and therefore I called i¢
their Office-Acts.  AQs of Defire mighe be ob:;-
]

L] L
» !
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ed, if in rhemfclws poffible or lawful. A P

cian m!ght the Prelate, it he were f

g"ﬁ A g by S
cr € r

i ?:'?m mrg that C e he %ﬁu

= ‘“‘“E;?WIE :y& " e Rea

l}o;dgtg, caufe Submiflion or Obe
slvcn lmnmdmc y to the Gavernors

5 and, b
?5?' we o :bena Whmam &tsy, g’gg o

qmnar;m;ve, cannot be Ohyed xf

nors themfelves, as fuuch, cannor be o Lw*
ry therefore, is bound not 1o acknow edg
vtmi]mr or Govergor, is hound not to acl

Adts proceeding from thefe Governors an
'. rnment ; for, la'ﬁwmg Aw

wledge them

And now, chefe Tbmgs bmn;mmculaﬂy cle
aud proven, I draw this

Conclufion. The Copformifts Preaching Gsw
mw A&, whoever are bound 2o extirp:
7 nment of Prelacy, as we are, are
not zo acknowledge zhe Curues Acts of ,..,,-.-

: againft this Argument and leqﬁog Ome
Olye&sm are raifed, which I fhall briefly 3;:(' -----

G&J;& I. Hearm is not an At-‘knowledgm )
: on to Preaching. 1 anfwer, It is falfes
‘or by whar other Way can ye manifeft your /
nowledgment of Preaching, or fubmirting ro
buc by Hearing and Pradiifing 2 This is the
al La}ways did acknowledge ir, and the
g::tk ws of the Kingdom do declare fo m
ye acknowledge 1t the Ordmance of God,
whv go yetoir? And can ye go ro it wnh%
0

. ge;ﬁmqn > And- th;r:lo;e ye muft nceds

:ﬁ

Ty KR P pom—
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for, if it want Authority, it is no Ordinance of
wod. ]
_Objec.2. But, by not going to Synods, nor fit<
ting ?n their Seffions, nor cgmmminicm with them,
1 thew that I acknowledge not the Government.
I onfwer, Ye (hew, indeed, thar, in thefe A,
ye do not acknowledge the Government, or in fo
ar, i tanto : Bur yer, in oin%:o bear, ye acknow-
ledge the Government. Ye acknowledge the King’s
duthority, when ye come to oneof his Courts, tho®
ot to another. And, 1 pray, look, and ye fhall
find the fame Grounds for communicating, as for
eing one of the Carate’s Hearers. The fame Power
hat gives him Power to preach, authorifes and
varranrs him to difpenfé the Sacrament.
Obje&. 3. Then 1s 1t unlawful to hear an Inde-
endent in New- England, f{ecing Independency, o Pre/
yterians, is an unlawful Government, upon which
flccount it was that it was {worn againft : Nor,
or the fame Reafon, could an Independent hear a
bresbyterian. Therefore, tho’ it were granted, that
‘relacy were unlawful, and that we did well to fwear
0 extirpate it, yer we may flill bear them, while
hey preach, or any Officer under them, notwith-
ftanding of the Unl ¢fs of the Government.
wer, (1.) ’Tis not only becaufe of a medal
Unlawfulnefs in the Governmenr, that we are bound to
_im 1t, or not to bear their Officers, but be-
caufe chat Government is unlawful as to the Subflance
hereof, and Fountain of Power, and clearly difco-~
ered to be of Satan, becaufe it hath done much
and is an o/d Enemy ; and becaufe there are
wful Officers in it, whereby the Government is
tantially violated. Not fo among Independents 3
are no snlawful Officers in i ent Govern-
nent ; .and tho’ they fay thar the Power radically
18 in the Community of the Faithful, yet do they ac-
knowledge it formally to be in the Golleive Body of the
' ! b4 Guides §

E =

I

- . ————
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16 The Lawfulnefs of Separation Crar,

Guides ; and their Diffcvences and Presbyteri
but modal ; and b:fides, the Lord, by bleffin
Miniftry, doth declare, by the Converfion of
that he owns them as /awful Minifters.
therefore, tho’ we may withdraw from then
any A& wherein they {werve from the Rule,
not in Hearing. Nor is any particular Perf
that Capacity to extirpate Independency, as w
when we did fwear to extirpate Prelucy, the
Body of th: Land being thercin engaged.
therefore will not our Obligations to e.i:sir{a:e'
lacy, by not kearing, infer an Obligation for
ating, by not bearmg, the Independents. And
could never fatisty myfelf betrer, with  refe
" to our Anceftors Bebaviour, both in bearing and
zing .in Synods with Prelates, than by confidering
Prelacy bad not rifen to fuch a Degree of Odiou
before, as it bath done of late 5 nor had difco
fuch Evils, nor was fo folemnly and explicitly
againft, as it was of late in our Solemn Co
And theretore, fuppofing Independency to be unla
(2.) if we were in the fame Capacity to extirpate
as we were when we did {wear againft Prelac
were our Dety likeways.  There was never an
Government in New- England but Independency ;
never thraft out Presbytery, as Prelates bave d
And hence there fhould be greater Meafure of
- tirpation againft the one, than againft the othe
And poflibly, when we firft got out of Pope‘?
befote the full Rife of the Man of Sin, when f¢
none did fee the Evil thereof, when holy Men
officiaring in the Place, and they defigning the
Glory, and the Lord blefling their Eadeavours
Pains, nor had ever known another amongft
a private Chriftian then, having the fame L
now hath, and living amongft them, however
mighe {p2ak to them, and pray for Reftittion
the Government according to the Pattern

By = SR s
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164 The Lawfulnefs of Separation Cuap. II

- with God, and fo might becalled @ perjured Man;

- and fureft \X:g to wipe away the Afperfion, were

A8

Money at the Hands of that Man. Ogr Nobles
and Rulers were not the principal Parties to which
we were bound; for, if they bad been, they might §
have loofed us: Bur now they fic upon another’s
Right, who is not fubject to them, bur above

thém. : ;
Objeét. 6. If it be Breach of Covenant to hear the
Curates, then it will follow, that all the Godly,
who do bear them, are perjured, which is a great
Sin, and therefore to be fé’paraze from, upon the
Account of continuing in a {candalous Sin, aswell
as Curates. 1 anfwer, Fain would I free the Lord’s
People, if I conld. Bur this I fhall fay, Tho’ the
Argument prove, that they bave nor obferved the
Covenant in all Points, yer they cinnor be called
perjured in a ftxi&t Senfe, asitis ufually taken; for
here is none, yea, never was there any mere Man,
did in fome Degrees break his Covenants made

tl
1

ot

-8

e o g I P I

for all of us have finoed, and broken Covenant
fome Way, omitting Duties many Times to which
we were engaged, even as to the Matzer, and
coming thort as to the Mamner. Till Men wviolate
the Covenant in fubflantial Arxticles thercof, know-
ingly and obftinately, they are not to be reckoned 3
jured. And the Matrer of Hearing not yer be-
ing tully cleared, cannor come in thaz Roll, but is
%0 be interpreted a Breach of Infirmity, when it
doth proceed from a Want of Lighr. And the
God of all Compaflion knows how to pity the Ig-
norant, that hear in the Simplicity of their Hearts,
and know not that it isaSin. Bur Minifters that
bave conformed, have avowedly and manifeftly |
broken Covenant ; for they ralk againft the Law-
fulnefs of ir, and fo have alted quite contrary to
that which it manifeftly imported. But the beft -

0 repent, reform, and withdraw, Bur

.y

= -
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gheir Sin being a Sin of Infirmity, there isno fu

Ground of wgthqrg_wing from zc ifach
the Conformifls. ST A N
Object. 7. laft. Weare not in the fame Capacity
that we were, when w2 did fwear the Covenant ; we
‘might better extirpate ‘m then. than now ; and
therefore we are notnow bound, as we were then, Anf:
True, ye cannot extirpate them by all Manner of
Ways {o conveniently now, as ye mighe bave done
then : Bur yer weare bound to extirpare them in the
- Way and by the Means thar areleftus; and fo are
bound never to ackdowledge them, nor ereét them ;
-and, if others fet them up, never to fubmit to them,
- This Oathis a pes Oath, binding evermore. Ye
~are not in a Capacity to fight now as ye were then,
~not having the fame Opportunity, bur ye {hould
calt in the Mite ye bave, viz. your Non-Submiffiors
‘that is left you;; if ye cannot exsirpaze, yer [firengthen

not.

~To conclude then, join this Argument with other
Arguments going before, and ler them be weighed,
nd feeif this make notup a ftrong Argument. Say,
Eli’sSons, the Scribes and Pharifees were to be heard
“and owned ; yet were not thefe {fworn againft by
“Authority. Say, that many were converted under
Prelacy, and did hear their Officers; yet now the
‘Cafe 1s alcered. It the Government were comportable,
yet their vifible Wickednefs tumbles Men ; and tho’we
~could come over this, yer their difcovered illegal
“Auchority, fworn :gaip(t, like the Sword of EZfba,
is ready 1o flay, and mee: what had cfcaped Haozael.
Call not therefore to any of the former Saints, for in

“nour of our Covenant,and Refpeét to that facred Oarb,
Jet us feck the bearing down of Prelacy, by bringing
our Necks from weder thar Yoke, and no more

the Lord, while he faich, (Jer.x. zI.).mP.ﬂ::
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ftrengthen them. Serioufly confider the Words of

= i
L i ey

Bavs



HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com




HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com




W
R e

168 The l‘.ﬂﬂfu?&}'; of Separation Cuar. IV
~ thofe Pharifees, who made fuch a Profeffion of Ho-
Jinefs, that made Profelyzes, and that loved the -
‘moft Seats in the Synagogues : For, after Chrift had
taxed thefe for their Hypocrify, a Lawyer ftarted up,
and finding thefe Fauﬂs taxed to be 1n their Order |
‘100, faid unto him, Thow not only sreproacheff

Scribes and Pharifees, bur, it would feem us whoare
* Lawyers too. Upon which Chrift did tell them their
Faults; and faid thatthey were hypocritical, made
Profeflion of Juftice, and yet did but load Men with
theirSentences and Burdens, made theLaw aTyranny 3
and did contribute nothing o the Eafe of the People.
Wo unto you Lawyers alfp. And it feems this'
Lawyer propofed it as a- Doubr, hoping poffibly
Chnift would not pafs fuch a Sentence againit :hem
as againft other Scribes and Pharifees.  And therefore
the Lord anfwers, as tho’ he had nor fpoken fo
clearly of the Lawyers,and faith, Wo 20 you alfo.
' ﬁeger ﬁbq {e of the é{:f‘crchcz thar is broughr, th’ri
_ they bid you obferve, that obferve and do. For,
it this Argumc"ry:: held good, then we fhould give a::"_
implicit Obedience unto all their Commands, and
that becaufe they arein Authority. There isa ftron-
ger Ground for preffing religious Obedience than
the Autbority of Men, even the Will of God: And
itisinconceivable to think, that Chnift thould have
gﬁ'ed univer[al andunreflriéled Obedicnce, in moral

ies, to fuch asthe Scribes and Pharifees, who were
g7ofly beterodox and erroneous both in their Dodirine
~and Manners. This were indeed to lead the People
intoa Snare.  And therefore I remember the Papiffs
build their unlimited and implicit Obedience tothe Au-
ghority of the Church, upon this very Place, which
eruly, to me, taking che Place in the Senfe commonly
given, would feem plainly to fpeak as much, and
which could not be well contradiéted, wichour ma~
nife(t Wrefting. And I think ye fhall bardly ger a
Paraliel in all Scriprure, where univerfal Obedience
' : I ( F
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* thrufted out Mofés, and fat in his Chair, it he h:

- wnto you for my Name's Sake, becanfe they know not

mand of Chrift, the Apoftles and all Chrifti
fworn utgerly to extirpate the Government ot Ser
and Pharifees: And fuppofe, that, after all d
thefc abjured Pharifées, being backed with Cefar’s £
thority, and baving their Officss from him, fho
violently zhruff out the Apoitics, and other Office
who werecltablithed by Chrift, that would nor f
mit to them, and take their Places and preach, Sho
they be beard or countenanced, efpeciaily confid
the Abominablenefs of their Lives, and that their C
and Government did tend to the utter Subverfion
Chrift’s Kingdom 2> Truly the Cafe is fo wit
And what wife Man looks not on the Eftablif
of Prelacy, as the Foundation of Babel amongft us
the fir/? Step to Popery 2 3

4. The Scribes and Pharifees were more innocent
than the Prelatesyfor they fat not in Mofes’s Chair till
he was dead. We find they purt out none: But Pre-
lates ftay not till the Death of thofe who were in the
Chair ; bur, putting them our, have fertled them
in their Places. It would have been hard to bha
commanded to bear Scribes and Pharifees, if they h

o
s

Deen alive. 1 (hall omit the Difproportion bety
Seribes and Pharifees and the Curates, in their outw.
vifible Converfations. .There were no Drunka;
and Swearers amongft them; they bad a Form
and made Pretencesunto Piety, and prayed freq
ly, atleaft. But the Curates come behind, inthat
profefsnothing; and their Hatred to the Samts
great,that they bave fallen out with Chrift, Heaven
galimﬁ for their Sakes, like him whofaid, Thai

uritans went to Heaven, be would not go there.
the real Myftery is, they hate Chrift and the Far
and therctore they love nor, bur hate his Sainrs,
Chrift faith, John xv. 21. All thefe Things will they

\
% .““
. ' . e 4 -
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1ot to Sym!: anfwer this.  Nor did I ever |
Reafon thac did milicate againft ficri mSymd:
would equally ftrike againft Hearing, tho’ m .
opesly. But oh! there is nor-alike ird in th
one, asintheother: And Prelates are indifferent, an
will get Curatesto fill up their Placesas Officers.

() 4y 'I'hlswzll follow, That we ought #ot to féparate
and fundamentally from them, and :
Scandals of a Church can never be /o great, :
ny all Relation, euhcr to God or his Pgeoplea H ice
they are called bis eopk,even whenin Re&dkmt .

nﬂ: him, ¥a.1. 3. ence they arefhll bis Peog
mvu. 12. &dw excommunicare Perfony
thatzscut off, isa .. 15. And hene

we muft love, and have a F@elmg with them ; thpﬁ “th
fhould be wailirg for the Valleyof Vifion; yea, and ¥ j
admonifhzd and reproved. A rozal Separation h-ont v
the Church, ora paﬁtzva aratwu,weden -ﬁ‘c&i
ourfelvesinto an oppofite Church, as '
And hence ye find, in 1mes of the miﬁﬁ Iniquities,
the Jews were ftill bis People 5 the Lord did nor give
up Wwith them, butexhorted, reproved and threatned
them, tho’ hehid his Face and had no Pleafure in
thc:r Sacrifices. i
. It cannor be proven from Scripture, thar the
Samtfor Propbets did allowed]y join with any notori-_
ous obflinate [candalous Pexfons, or Cer‘pomtmns, _
Adls of publick Worfhip, until :heyfa ¢ fome Signs
of their Repentance.  And, whenIfhall feeic prov 1
I fhall fubmic. And therefore, notwithftanding of
this relative fundamental Union, they yer kept no.
Fellowthip in Ordinances.  Chrift’s Prefence at
Fewifp Feafts will not doir, becaufe he was prefent at
the Feaft of the Dedication, which was no Ordi
nanceof God. And whenever, after they proved fcai
dalous and obftinate, Chrift and his Apoftles weré
prefen, it was rather taking the Occafion of the fres
quent Mulumdes, that were there convmed,

fpesk
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212 771: LMW_{: of Separation Cuar. 1V,

now is not reftricted to Place or Multicude 5 ’tis in-

cannot go cifewhere, Let Profeflors pray, bear,

RE— 1 ul - s el G

who arenow laid by, and pur from their Charges,
who, tho’ they do not actually exercife their Office,
yet notwithftanding ceafeth not the Church of Bri-
zain and Ireland to be a true Church, no more than a
Tree in Winter ceafeth o be a Trgey$ho’ it do not
attually bring forth Fruit: And a M@n, while he is
bound{land and Foot, fo as he cannot exercife any
of bis Members, is yet a complear organical Man.
So is this Church in thefe Nations a compleat
Church, tho’, by reafon of civil Lawsand Ediéts, the
Hands and Members of this Church are bound up,
that they cannot exercife their Office. ' g
Arg. ILL. If itis not lawful to hear Curates, then
fhall we want Preaching altogether ; and God fhall
have no publick Worfhip or Honour arall, and this
ishard: Berter have a Face of a Churchand Wor-
fhip, than none atall. - .
I anfwer, 1 mean not, that, after we had quit the
Prelute and bis Officers, we fhould ly ar Home like
Snails in our Shell and fleep, and 'do notbing but
ftand gazing. It wasnever to caufe People fit idle
thar | Ebrcﬁ'cd this ; but thar, forfaking the corrupe
Aflemblics and Tents of thefe wicked Men, every
Man and Woman, profefling to fear the Lord, thould
henceforth redeeming the Time in their Places and
Stariops, according ro their Power, fall to and again
build the Houfe of the Lord ; thar Minifters, who
havenow, of along Time, waited, and I fear longer
than they have been allowed, would fall to, and, as
they bave Opportunity, preach rothe People, (fear
not the Want of Opporrunities) and thisinthe Face
ot all Dangers, and exercife their Office as they did
formerly, tho’not fo gpenly. The Lord’s Worfhip

different as 1o Ferufalems, or this Mount. And, tho®
itbero be lamented, that Chrift cannor be publickly
honoured, yetletusgo to the Wildernefs, when we

fpfak;_ .

* & - "'Q.i
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cover the Marter. It hath the Commemoration of
the Dead ; the Table fer Altar-ways : The Oblation
of the Bread and Wine to God before Confecration :
Tt hath the Popifp Confecration, that the Lord would
{an&ify, by his Word, and by his holy Spirir, thofe
Gifts and Creatures of Bread and Wine, thar they
may be unto us the Body and Blood of his Son; and
 then t the Wordsof Inftirution to God, for that
Purpofe. 1t hath an Oblarion of it again, after it
is confecrate; the Confummation by the Prigff,
kneeling before the confecrate Bread and Wine: It
sakes away the eating and drinking by Faith, men-
tioned in the Englifb Liturgy. It hath the Patin Cha-
lice, two Pater-noftersin Englifb, before the Mafs,and
feveral other Particulars, that would take a long
~ Time to rehearfe and confute. ;
Reason IIL )
THOUGH they would take away the idolatrous
* Mafs our of ir, yetir hatha Number of Popifs fuper-
ftitious and idolatrous Ceremonies ; as Twenty nine
Holy-Days, whereof Twenty two are dedicated to
Saints ; two of them to the Virgin Mary, theone
whereof 1s called, The Annunciation of our : So
fhe is madea Lady to Chriftians ; notbeing onEarth
the muft bea Lady in Heaven. Ts nor this to make
her a Goddefs > It hath fourteen Fafting-Days, and
fome Wecks. It hath alfo the buman Sacraments -
of the Crofs in Baptifm, laying on of the Bifhop’s
Hand in Confirmarion 5 a Ring for the ourward Seal
in Marriage; a fanétified Fonr, Holy-Water, Ho-
linefs of Churches and Chancels; privase Baprifm,
rivate Communions, Ceremonies for Burial of the
ead, and Purification of Women after Child-
Birth; the Prieft ftanding, kneeling, turning to the
People, and confequently from them, {Peakmg with
" aloud Voice, and confequently fome Times with a
low Voice. People ftanding at Gofpels, at Gloria
Patri, and Creeds ; their anfwering the Minifter, and
_many

!
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